PITTENWEEM ARTS FESTIVAL
RINGING COLOUR TO THE EAST NEUK

Tender Opportunity: Food & Drink Provision at Pittenweem Arts Festival 2026

Deadline for Applications: Noon, Sunday 2nd March 2026
Contract Awarded: 15th March 2026
Contact: info@pittenweemartsfestival.co.uk

Overview

Pittenweem Arts Festival is inviting proposals from experienced operators to deliver high
quality, sustainable and welcoming food and drink services during the 2026 Festival (1-8
August). The catering offer is centred on the Harbour area, one of the Festival’s busiest and
most atmospheric locations, and plays a key role in shaping the visitor experience.

This contract may be awarded to a single operator or to a lead contractor who coordinates
multiple vendors. The Festival seeks a partner who can combine operational excellence with
creativity, community sensitivity, and a commitment to sustainability.

Footfall in recent years has exceeded 25,000 visitors, with the Harbour acting as a major hub
for dwell time, socialising and the Open Art exhibition.

This is an initial 1-year contract (2026) with the option to extend for up to two additional
years (2027 & 2028), subject to performance and mutual agreement.

Scope of Tender

Location: Street Food Zone at the Harbour
The successful contractor will be responsible for:
e Full delivery of food and drink services in the designated Harbour space.
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e Supplying a marquee or covered area with seating, ideally with views of the
Harbour.
e Staffing & Management
- Staffing the area throughout opening hours.
- Providing a named onsite manager with decision making authority.
- Ensuring all staff are trained in allergen awareness and basic food hygiene.
e Health and safety compliance, including providing a risk assessment and
adhering to Fife Council requirements.
e Power provision, preferably through a single hybrid generator to reduce carbon
impact.
e Waste management, including:
- Commercial waste arrangements (vendors must manage and remove food
waste)
- Public recycling stations with clear signage
- Maintaining a clean and inviting space
- Ensuring litter picking and continuous maintenance of a clean, welcoming
environment.
e The site has no access to mains utilities. Tenderers must be fully self-sufficient in
relation to water supply and wastewater management.

Timings

Setup: From Tuesday 28 July

Friday Preview Night (31 July): 5pm — 8pm

Opening hours: Festival venues will be open daily from 10am to 5pm; contractors
are given discretion to extend opening hours based on demand and operational
preference.

Administration and Financial Requirements

Contractor must ensure:

- Public liability insurance of a minimum of £10 million

- All vendors are fully compliant with food safety regulations

- They fully comply with Fife Council food safety requirements

- PAT testing for electrical equipment and gas safety certification for LPG

appliances

- Fire extinguishers and fire safety measures appropriate to the set up

- Noise management measures for generators and daytime operation.
Pittenweem Arts Festival is responsible for submitting all required health and safety
documentation, licensing information and site details to Fife Council. To enable this,
the contractor must supply the Festival with all relevant documentation no later
than 15 June 2026, including:



- Completed Events Food Vendor spreadsheet, a sample spreadsheet can be
found here
- Power and generator specifications
- Alcohol licensing details
- Fire retardancy certificates
- Waste management arrangements
e Payment of Harbour space rental fee (approx. £400) to Fife Council is the
contractor’s responsibility.
e The financial model (e.g. pitch fees, revenue share) is to be proposed by the
contractor.
e While a 10% donation on net profit to the Festival charity is usually expected, this
will be waived for 2026 to support viability for new entrants.
e The Festival will not underwrite or assume liability for financial performance.

Alcohol provision
The Festival welcomes proposals that include the responsible sale of alcoholic drinks within
the Harbour catering area.

The contractor will be responsible for:
e Securing and managing all appropriate alcohol licences.
e Ensuring compliance with Challenge 25.
e Providing trained staff for alcohol service.
e Managing alcohol related safety and crowd considerations.

All alcohol related operations must comply with Fife Council licensing requirements.

Sourcing and Sustainability
We strongly encourage proposals that demonstrate:
e Use of local food and drink producers and suppliers.
e A minimum of 20% vegetarian and vegan options.
e Inclusion of locally sourced seafood and seasonal produce where possible.
e Full compliance with single-use plastics reduction directives.
e Use of recyclable or compostable packaging.
e Shared power generation (preferably hybrid) to minimise environmental impact.
e Willingness to engage with village businesses and residents positively.

Additional Responsibilities
The contractor will also be responsible for:
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e Managing coffee vendors at Mid Shore (existing) and the Church Hall.

e Liaising with Fife Council on insurance, certification, and food hygiene
documentation.

e Ensuring positive community relations with Harbour residents and local businesses.

Community Relations
The Harbour is a residential area, The contractor must:
e Maintain positive, respectful relations with residents.
e Manage noise, deliveries and waste to minimise disruption.
e Ensure all staff uphold the Festival’s values of hospitality and community care.

Reporting Requirements
The contractor must provide:
e Daily incident reporting during the Festival.
e Ashort post-event report including:
- Estimated sales
- Footfall observations
- Waste volumes
- Recommendations for future years

Evaluation Criteria
Submissions will be assessed against:

Criteria Weighting
Quality of concept & visitor experience 40%
Sustainability & local sourcing 25%
Operational plan & compliance 20%
Financial model 15%

The Festival reserves the right to reject any or all submissions, negotiate with preferred
bidders, or withdraw this tender at any time.

Why Apply?
e Footfall in recent years has exceeded 25,000 visitors.
e The Harbour will also host the Open Art exhibition, increasing visitor dwell time.
e The Festival will provide active marketing support, including website, social media,
brochure, and village-wide signage.
e The Harbour catering area is capable of yielding up to £8,000 profit, depending on
weather and footfall.



How to Apply

Interested parties should submit a brief proposal by noon on Monday 2nd March 2026
including:

e Concept and delivery plan

e Vendor suggestions or sample menus

e Water, power and waste plans

e Financial model and proposed structure

e Sustainability commitments

e Relevant experience and references

e Any additional value you can bring to the Festival

Please send proposals or enquiries to: info@pittenweemartsfestival.co.uk
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